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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. applican,(s) hereby submi.(s) an Information 
Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 



I. 



publications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office 



The patents 

are listed on the PTO-SB08(s), attached hereto, 
n. COPIES 

^ a. Copies of cited U.S. patents and patent application publications are not included. 
r.p^.. of foreign r-^-t Hnrnments an d non - patent literature are included. 



Birch, Stewart Kolasch & Birch, LLP 
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□ b Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO-SB08 are not enclosed because 
they were cited in the International Search Report and copies should aheady be in the PTO file. 
If copies are needed, please contact the undersigned. 

□ c ^^^^-^rv^ PREVIOUSLY OTED_QB^SUBMnTm " Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
81 98(d), consideration of information listed on the PTO-SB08 fonn(s) is requested since any 
patents, publications, or other information which are listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) but for 
wMch copies are not enclosed herewith, were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO m one 
of the following applications which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120: 

TT S Ap pl. No( °> TT S. Filing Date 
filed 

in. rONr.TSR EXP T ANATTON OF TWP. BF.T.KVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

□ a nnriTMENTS IN thf knglish LANGUAGE- The patents, publications, or other 
infomiation listed on the attached PTO SB08 are in the English language and therefore, do not 
require a statement of relevancy. 

□ b '^r.r.u..^ NOT IN ^ . ANGUAGE - A coBcise explanation of the 
relevance of all patents, publications, or other information Usted that is not in the Engh* 
language is as follows: 

g| e nni ri ' -l-""" """"^^ - ^ E"^"^" '^8""^° """^ 
report or action that indicates the degree of relevance fonnd by the foreign office is attached, 
mereby satisfying the requirement for a concise explanation. See MPEP 609(IID(A)(3). 

□ d. ODJEE ■ The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. 
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IV. FEES (check one box) 

□ , ™. Monnanon Disclosures— is being Med ooncurrentlywift defiling 
of a new patent appUcation; therefore, no fee is required. 

n b TOs information Disclosnre Statement is being filed concurrent with the fiUng of 
acont^uation-in-part. continuation, or divisionalpatent application 

n c This information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
ming date of a national application (37 C.F.K § 1.97(b)(1)). No fee or statement is re,u„ed. 

(This section is not to be used with RCE's.) 

M d This MormationDUclosure Statement is being filed witMn three motUhs of «K 

, + fr^Hh 8 1 491 in an international application (37 ^.t .k.. 

date of entry of the national stage as set forth m § 1 .4y l m an in 

§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

n e This information Disclosme Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 

^ ^ R 1 11A n? CFR § 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or 

of a Request for Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.KK. § 

statement is required. 

n £ Tl,sInfom,ation Disclosure statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 

Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or statement 
*atafirstOfficeAcHonond.emeritshasbee„issued,pleaseco.idcrthrsn.S™^^^^^^^ 

. J n rB n s 1 97(e^ below, or, if no statement has Deen 
§ 1 97(c) and see the statement under 37 C.F.R. 5 1-9 'W ueio , 

made, charge our deposit account for the fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

n g This Infomration Disclosure statement is bemg filed before the mailing date of a 

.• A ,7 PFR SI 113 (See 37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(c)(1)) or before the mailmg 
Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. §1.11 J (fee ^ 

date of aNotice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 5 1.31 1 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

□ NO statemenu the^fore, a fee as requiredby 37 C.F.R. § U7(p) is attached. 

or JMS/ljr 
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□ See the statement below. No fee is required. 

V. STMmiEmJiNDERi^^ 

(check only one box) 

The undersigned hereby states that: 

* • in the IDS was first cited in any 
1-1 Fach item of information contamed m the wa 

□ a- Each Item 01 „wn9rt foreign application not more 
communication from a foreign Patent Office m a counterpart foreign 

than 30 days prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

. ■ A it. the IDS was first cited in any 

n h Each item of information contamed m the IDb was 

□ b. Each .tern ^^^^.^ ^^^^^^^ 

communication firom a foreign Patent umce m 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

• A- was cited in a communication from a 

fo^isn Pate. Office ^ a —art fcig. appU.at,o. ^^- ^^J^'^ ^ow„ to any 

^•r tion after making reasonable inquiry, no item of IDb was ki 
signing the ce«,fic non fter matong ^ ^^^^ „^ 

individual designated m 37 C.F.R. § i-^oi^c; 
IDS. 

n . Son.eof.heite„.ofinfonna.io„wereciteaina— atio„fi.n,a^^^ 

L-" , ^ «5tates that each item of information 

patent Office. As U> this infcnnation, the nnderst^ed , ^^^^^ .„ , 

contained in the IDS was first cited in a con»a— 

„i„^^ - — 

the — g "^"^ lciterinaconnnunica.ion6omaforei^Pa.en.Officeh.a 
infom.ationcontan.edm.he IDS w^a«d ^^^^ 

eountetpart foreign apphcatton and. to me of y ^^^^ 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated m 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c, 
prior to the fiUng of this statement. 
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VI. pAVMFNTOFFEES (check one box) 

□ The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 
^ No fee is required. 

,f fl.e Examiner has any questions concerning .his IDS, he/she is requested U> contact the 
^dersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO ts 
Cest^ to consider this IDS under me proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Depos. 
Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the —oner .s hereby authorized in this, — ' ^^^^^^^ 
replies to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 fo 
replies, B P y ,7 r F R 8 1 16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 

any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § Lit) or unaer § 

time fees. 



Dated: October 2, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




James Slattery 
Registration No.: 28,380 ^^^.t t t t> 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attomey for Applicant 



Attachment(s): 

13 PTO-SB08 

^ Documents 

^ Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other: 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 99. 




PTO/SB/08a/b (07-06) 
Approved for use through 09/30/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 



Substitute for form 1449A/B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



/^plication Number 



Filing Date 



Complete if Known 



August 22. 2006 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



1 0/590.221 -Conf. #6953 



Hans B. BAUERFEIND 



N/A 



Not Yet Assigned 




Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No.' 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code'-Numbet*-Kind CoieUif known) 



Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Unes, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



■,u MDCD fino nraw line throuoh citation if not in conformance and not 
•EXAHfllNER: initial if ^ference considered, whether or not citation are marked with an single asterisk (•) next 

unique cHation designation number (optional). See Kir^s Codes o f 7° ^^^^^ ^'^'^^s, ihe indlLon of the year of the reign of the EmPeror n^"s 




•EXAMINER- Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in amfbmiance with 
^de!ed iSe copy of this torn, with next communicaUon to applicant. 



MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 



'Applicant's unique citation designaUon 



son number (optional). ^Applicant is to place a check mark here « English language Translation is attached. 




Birch, Stevrait. Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



